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SUBJECT: FORMER GDR RESIDENTS PREVENTED FROM VISITING EAST BERLIN 
REF: A) USBER 0181, B) USBER 0202 

1 . SUMMARY: DESPITE PREVIOUS STATEMENTS BY BERLIN OFFICIALS 
WHICH SUGGESTED THAT SENAT WAS NOT CONCERNED ABOUT LARGE 
NUMBER OF FORMER GDR RESIDENTS RECENTLY PREVENTED FROM 
VISITING EAST BERLIN (REFTELS), SENAT HAS NOW MADE 
STATEMENT EXPRESSING SERIOUS CONCERN OVER SUCH REFUSALS. 

SENAT PLANS TO RAISE MATTER FORMALLY AT NEXT MEETING OF 
VISITS COMMISSIONERS. END SUMMARY. 

2. WHEN BERLIN PRESS REPORTED THAT OVER WEEKEND (JAN. 

15/16) LARGE NUMBER OF PERSONS, APPARENTLY ALL FORMER 
RESIDENTS OF GDR, HAD BEEN REFUSED PERMISSION TO VISIT 
EAST BERLIN BY EAST GERMAN OFFICIALS, REACTION OF SENAT 
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CHANCELLERY CHIEF HERZ ON JAN. 18 WAS THAT PRESS HAD 
PROBABLY EXAGGERATED (REFTEL A). SENAT VISITS COMMISSIONER 
KUNZE EXPRESSED IGNORANCE OF MATTER WHEN QUESTIONED 
ABOUT IT SAME DAY. FOLLOWING DAY, JAN. 19, GOVMAYOR 
SCHUETZ REFERRED TO MATTER DURING HIS ANNUAL PRESS 
CONFERENCE (REFTEL B) AND SAIDHE WAS NOT UNDULY 
CONCERNED AND EXPRESSED DOUBT THAT GDR WAS EXCLUDING ANY 
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PARTICULAR CATEGORY OF PERSONS. 

3. SENAT HAS RESEARCHED MATTER MORE THOROUGHLY AND 
NOW APPARENTLY HAS CONCLUDED THAT IT IS MORE SERIOUS 
THAN ORIGINALLY BELIEVED. SENAT ISSUED FOLLOWING 
STATEMENT TO PRESS ON JAN. 20 WHICH WAS CARRIED IN 
MAJOR BERLIN PAPERS JAN. 21: 

BEGIN TEXT: IN RECENT DAYS, A LARGE NUMBER OF 
WEST BERLINERS HAVE BEEN REFUSED VISITS TO EAST BERLIN 
AND THE GDR BY THE AUTHORITIES THERE. IN SOME CASES, 

THESE BERLINERS WERE SENT BACK AT THE CROSSING POINTS 
ALTHOUGH THEY HAD IN THEIR POSSESSION THE CORRECT 
ENTRY DOCUMENTS; IN OTHER CASES. THEIR APPLICATIONS 
FOR THE ENTRY DOCUMENTS WERE REJECTED. ALL OF THE 
PERSONS CONCERNED HAD BEEN GRANTED PERMISSION BY THE 
GDR AUTHORITIES TO LEGALLY EMIGRATE TO WEST BERLIN 
AND WERE MAINTAINING FAMILY CONNECTIONS WITH RESIDENTS 
OF EAST BERLIN AND THE GDR. IN JANUARY OF THIS YEAR, 

THERE HAVE BEEN FIFTY-ONE SUCH CASES REGISTERED WITH 
THE COMPLAINTS OFFICE OF THE TRAVEL AND VISITS COMMISSION. 
PREVIOUSLY, THE GDR AUTHORITIES HAD GRANTED TO THE 
PERSONS CONCERNED PERMISSION TO VISIT EAST BERLIN AND THE 
GDR. 

IN CONNECTION WITH THE TRAVEL AND VISITS AGREEMENT 
OF DECEMBER 20, 1971, THE GDR IN AN "ORAL DECLARATION 
BY STATE SECRETARY KOHRT" DETERMINED THAT PROHIBITION 
OF ENTRY TO SUCH PERSONS WOULD ONLY BE MADE WHERE IT 
HAD BEEN ESTABLISHED THAT THEY HAD COMMITTED CRIMINAL 
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ACTS ACCORDING TO THE LAWS OF THE GDR. AN EXAMINATION 
OF THE CURRENT CASES HAS ESTABLISHED THAT THIS IS NOT 
THE CASE. 

THE SENAT OF BERLIN THEREFORE HAS VIEWED THIS 
CURRENT DEVELOPMENT WITH THE NECESSARY CONCERN. IT 
WILL NOT LOOK ON DISINTERESTEDLY AS THE GDR AUTHORITIES 
SEEK TO RESOLVE THEIR PROBLEMS AT THE EXPENSE OF 
ESTABLISHED AGREEMENTS. 

THE RESPONSIBLE AUTHORITIES HAVE BEEN CHARGED 
TO EXAMINE EVERY CASE CAREFULLY. IN ADDITION, THE 
COMMISSIONER OF THE SENAT FOR TRAVEL AND VISITS WILL 
SEEK TO RESOLVE THESE CASES WITH THE COMMISSIONER FOR 
THE OTHER SIDE AS PROVIDED BY ARTICLE 8 OF THE AGREEMENT 
ON TRAVEL AND VISITS OF DECEMBER 20, 1971. END TEXT. 

4. MISSION HAS JUST BEEN INFORMED THAT SENAT COMMISSIONER 
HAS SENT TELEX TO EAST GERMAN COUNTERPART MITDANK ASKING 
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FOR URGENT MEETING IN EAST BERLIN AT 10:00 AM ON MODAY, JAN. 24. 

DAVIS 
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